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PRESIDENT'S PAGE
Instead of the usual President's Page, may I, because of what seems to me important, avail myself of
the prerogative and extend it to several pages this
time.
The Annual Convention of the American Bar Association was held at Atlantic City October 28th to November 1st, inclusive. Mr. H. G. Nilles and I, being
the North Dakota representatives to the House of
Delegates of A.B.A., attended the convention.
In spite of the lateness of the season the weather
was very mild and pleasant and some 1500 lawyers attended. Although it lasted five days, nearly all of the
time was devoted to legal topics and discussions of
national and international problems. Considerable
time was devoted to United Nations and plans for International peace. The sentiment was predominantly
in favor of a U. N. and many of the dignataries present who were connected with U. N. organization felt
that Russia will not prove a stumbling block to a permanent peace and talk of war with Russia is unfounded.
The business sessions of the convention occupied
only several half days. The sectional meetings, however, took most of the time of the lawyers who were
not required to attend meetings of the House of Dele(Continued on Next Page)
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gates. Like at our State Bar meeting, the sectional meetings held
the greatest interest for the lawyers. But here, too, there were
too many meetings on many interesting subjects held at the same
time and one had to make a choice. I am convinced more than
ever that the sectional meeting can contribute most to the success of our annual State Bar meeting. However, it may be advisable to confine ourselves to two and at the very most three
topics. These should be arranged so that one can attend all of
them, instead of being forced to choose between several topics
discussed during the same hour. Also, additional time should
be alloted to discussion. By so doing, not only will the lawyer
profit by informing himself on the several topics instead of one,
but it will insure a good attendance at each section. It is unfair
to ask anyone to prepare a topic for discussion and find only three
or four in attendance because a more popular topic is being given
in another room at the same time. The committee in charge of
sectional meetings will give this some study.
A number of lawyers, particularly GI's, expressed a desire
to arrange for some lecture courses similar to those offered in
larger centers. Some wanted refresher courses. Others thought
that a lecture course covering such timely subjects as Fundamentals of Federal Taxation and Current Problems in Federal
Taxation could possibly be arranged to be given during three or
four days either before or immediately after our annual meeting. With that thought in mind, I went to New York City, after
leaving the convention, for a conference with Practicing Law
Institute. This non-profit organization has received the approval
of the American Bar Association, and its courses are highly
recommended by the A.B.A. Dean Thormodsgard of our Law
School also recommends this institution. In brief, I learned in
my conference that unless at least 100 lawyers would enroll in the
lecture course, the per capita expense to the registrants would
be burdensome. Because of the great distances and the small
number of lawyers, the correspondence course is recommended
for our State. Following this article there will appear a letter
from Mr. Saligson, Director of the Practicing Law Institute, to
me, covering this matter, as well as one from Dr. Crissy, Administrator of Correspondence Instruction, explaining how veterans
may avail themselves of the courses offered by the Institute under
the G. I. Bill of Rights.
A few days ago I received from Dean Thormodsgard the report of the Committee on Continuing Education of the American
Bar Association, of which committee he is a member. This report is very appropriate. It was submitted at the Convention
at Atlantic City. As Dean Thormodsgard points out, it emphasizes:
1. The need for refresher training for veterans.
2. The merits of the Practicing Law Institute.
3. The need for continuing legal education of the Bar.
4. What the law schools can and what they should not do.
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5. The so-called "clinical lawyer school" should not be undertaken by the law schools, but by some other group.
I regret the limited space will not permit the reproduction of
this Report. It is over 15 pages of single space mimeographing. It
covers not only the subject of refresher courses for veterans, but
that of the necessity of post-admission education and suggestions
on methods of keeping up with the frequent and significant
changes and developments of the law, particularly in such fields
as taxation, labor law, administrative laws, etc. However, at the
risk of unduly extending my comments I am quoting several
portions of this Report as it relates to refresher as well as to the
continuing education courses.
"In 1944, the Practising Law Institute was selected by the Section
of Legal Education to cooperate in organizing a nation-wide program
of refresher instruction for lawyer veterans upon their return.
As
part of this program, the Practising Law Institute has published two
series of practical monographs on General Practice and Trial Practice,
which fill a gap in the existing literature. With such material available, the problem of organizing lecture courses in these subjects has
been greatly simplified, and the possibility of arousing interest in such
courses materially enhanced. Similarly, the demand for help in
catching up with changes in the law has produced a volume on
Significant Developments in the Law During the War Years, sponsored
by the Association of American Law Schools, and a new edition of a
series of practical monographs of the Practising Law Institute entitled
Fundamentals of Federal Taxation. as well as hastening the completion
of a more advanced series on Current Problems in Federal Taxation,
both sponsored by the Section of Taxation of the American Bar
Association. All of these publications illustrate what can be done in
the field of a new kind of pocket-size law book written to be read
rather than for reference. With such materials available, moreover,
lecture courses in these subjects have been greatly facilitated." * * *
"If these (correspondence) courses turn out well, it will be possible
intelligently to consider how far correspondence instruction at the
post-graduate level may usefully be made an integral part of a national
program of continuing education for the American bar. When it is
realized that over half of the lawyers in the United States practice outside the larger cities, where alone lecture courses are practicable, and
when attention is given to the necessity of reaching the entire bar in a
continuing education program, the potential permanent value of
correspondence courses is clear. The question is whether they will be
made good enough and interesting enough to attract practising lawyers.
If they are not good enough, the problem may well be not how to
eliminate them, but how to improve them.
"Perhaps the principal lesson, however, which may be drawn from
the operation of refresher programs to date, in all their phases, is that
the demands of the returning veterans of our profession are in many
respects the needs of a permanent program of continuing education of
the bar at large. The demand for practical instruction in the lawyer's
art is an acute version of the need of the law school graduate for help
in becoming a lawyer. The demand to be brought up to date on
changes in the law, particularly in special subjects like taxation and
administrative and labor law, parallels a continuing need of the whole
profession. Even the demand for a review of law school law with
particular reference to a state statutes and decisions is of a piece with
the demand for bar examination review courses. In meeting these
demands of the veterans, a beginning has been made with the solution
of more permanent problems.
"From the time that the publications and correspondence courses
of the Practising Law Institute became available, they have been
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extensively used. The Practising Law Institute itself has given refresher lecture courses in six cities, and other such courses are now
being planned at the request of and in cooperation with state and local
bar associations. In addition, there have been over 3000 enrollments
in the Practising Law Institute's correspondence courses. The preparation of the printed material involved has been a costly business, due in
large part to the need for speed if the refresher program was to be
made available in time, and the Institute has invested heavily in the
program. Carrying out the refresher program on this extensive scale
has been made possible in substantial part by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, which made a grant of $50,000 to the Practising Law
Institute, supplemented by an additional refundable grant of a similar
amount, and by the Trustees of the Practising Law Institute and other
public-spirited members of the lagal profession who have contributed
some $44,000 to the Practising Law Institute during the present calendar
year." * * *
"Present methods of law school education do not prepare for
immediate practice. The primary task of the law school is to carry on
that phase of legal education which can best be conducted in law school.
If the law is to remain a learned profession, its votaries must be given
adequate groundwork in theory and technical learning before coming to
the bar. That this part of legal education can best be carried on in law
school is attested by the almost complete preemption of American legal
education by the university schools.
"The law schools need offer no apologies for not preparing men for
immediate practice. They have their own job, and should concentrate
on doing it better. Academic instruction by profession teachers is the
best method yet found for imparting certain kinds of knowledge. The
time available for this is short enough, and it should not be wasted.
Please for a "clinical lawyer-school" or for more "practical" instruction are beside the point. Of course clinical nad practical instruction
are needed. The question is when and where and by whom it is to be
given. To say that it should not be given in academic surroundings by
academic personnel is not to say it should not be given at all; it is
rather to say that it should be given elsewhere, and much better." * * *
"The traditional methods of law school instruction, especially the
lecture courses, have an obvious place in post-admission legal education. There are also special opportunities for developing teaching by
demonstration and clinical instruction in practical subjects. By relating lectures, demonstrations and clinics to the kind of practical
monographs which are now beginning to appear, interest can be heightened and more permanent results achieved.
"It is important that such practical monographs shall continue to
be made available. A pattern has been set by the series on Fundamentals of Federal Taxation and Current Problems in Federal Taxation, published by the Practising Law Institute under the sponsorship
of the Section of Taxation of this Association, and by the series on
General Practice and Trial Practice, similarly published under the
sponsorship of this Section. There is an obvious place for similar
practical monographs to be published by or under the sponsorship of
other Sections, such as those of Administrative Law, Labor Relations
Law, Real Estate and Trust Law, Insurance Law, Patent Law, and
possiibly International Law. Such monographs are almost a ncessary
prerequisite to good lectures."

Any lawyers who are interested in this matter should
address their communications to Praciticing Law Institute, 57
William St., New York 5, N. Y. Also, if you favor a lecture course
about the time of the annual meeting or at any other time, please
send your request to me at Dickinson and if a sufficient number
respond, perhaps we can arrange for one.
Dean Thormodsgard
assured me of every cooperation in helping to arrange such.
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The response of the voluntary contributions to be used principally for publishing a quarterly journal instead of the monthly
Bar Briefs has been quite satisfactor' so far. The campaign for
raising funds has not been completed, but it looks very favorable
and we hope to be able to publish a quarterly that will meet with
the approval of our Bar. Under these circumstances the
Executive Committee at a meeting in Minot decided that only one
more issue of the monthly Bar Briefs be printed this year. This
will therefore serve for November and December.
Since there will be no other issue this year, may I here extend
my good wishes to you members of the State Bar and your families. May your Christmas Day be merry and cheerful and may
the New Year bring you much happiness and contentment.
Sincerely,
H. A. MACKOFF,
President.
(LETTER FROM MR. SELIGSON)
Dear Mr. Mackoff:
I was pleased to learn of the conference which you had recently with
members of the Institute's staff concerning a program of tax education for
members of the North Dakota Bar. In this letter I shall attempt to outline
the ways in which the Practicing Law Institute might cooperate with your
group in fostering instruction in this important field in a manner to best
meet the individual needs of your membership.
It has been the experience of lawyers throughout the country that federal tax matters are becoming increasingly important due, in part, to the
marked increase in corporate, estate and individual income and, in part,
to the growth in complexity of the federal tax laws. Members of the bar
are realizing that a knowledge and skill in handling tax matters with competence is a "must" for successful practice. Such diverse problems as the
organization of a corporation, the planning of an estate, etc., all have important tax implications.
To serve the lawyers of the country in this important technical field
of the law, the Practising Law Institute offers several methods of gaining
the necessary background, skills and "know-how". The most effective
means of gaining a systematic training in federal taxation is through the
Institute's lecture courses and correspondence courses. In North Dakota,
where only small numbers of lawyers practice in each area, the correspondence courses are recommended.
At present, two correspondence courses in taxation are offered: Fundamentals of Federal Taxation and Current Problems in Federal Taxation
based upon the two monograph series of the same titles. The former series of monographs is revised up to June, 1946, and is kept current by a
quarterly supplement service. The latter series was published late in 1945.
The 12 books in each of these series have been prepared by nationally
known tax specialists and are written from the viewpoint of the practising
attorney.
Each course consists of 12 assignments. Each assignment includes prescribed study of easy-to-read text material and the solution of typical problems of the kind encountered in daily practice. After a registrant completes an assignment, he sends it to the Institute for review and correction
by specialists. When assignments are returned to registrants, they are accompanied by complete answer-explanations for all the problems presented.
Lawyers taking these correspondence courses not only systematize their
study of taxation, but also acquire, by actual doing, a facility in handling
tax problems. In the Fundamentals of Federal Taxation course basic principles are clearly enunciated. A step-by-step treatment is given of what
constitutes gross income, what deductions, exemptions and credits may be

